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  PRESS RELEASE
3rd international congress of myology
Marseille – 26 to 30 May 2008
At the crossroads of research and medicine:
Two congresses pointing the way forward to clinical trials
Since 2000 each International Congress of Myology organised by the AFM has marked a step in the research concerning neuromuscular diseases. This third congress marked that of clinical development – many of the interventions during Myology 2008 were oriented towards therapeutic prospects or presented trials in humans. There is a boom in stem cells, particularly for the heart; gene surgery, which is being enriched by various techniques; as well as pharmacology etc. The time has arrived for treatments and with it, the development of evaluation methods for clinical trials has become of paramount importance. This is why Myology 2008 shared its programme this year with the 5th International Rehabilitation Congress in Neuromuscular Diseases. Through these two congresses the AFM has demonstrated that – from laboratory to patient – now is the time of the turning point towards treatments.
Some examples of leading work presented at Myology 2008:

Gene therapy: towards true gene surgery for “à la carte” treatments
- Startup of a phase I/II trial of exon skipping by oligonucleotides by systemic administration (Judith van Deutekom, Prosensa/University of Leiden, Netherlands)
- Exon skipping by AAV-U7: results in the dog (Luis Garcia, Institute of Myology, France).
- Startup of a phase II/III stop codon readthrough trial (PTC Therapeutics, USA)
- Preclinical data concerning intra-arterial injection of genetically-corrected mesoangioblasts (Giulo Cossu, Italy - phase I/II).
Cell therapy: stem cells to repair the diseased heart
- Use of human embryonic stem cells on the monkey in the treatment of myocardial infarction (Michel Pucéat, I-Stem, Inserm/AFM/UEVE, Evry)

– Development of an adrenalin-sensitive in vitro heart model with spontaneous regular heartbeats (Christelle Monville with Michel Pucéat’s team, I-Stem, Inserm/AFM/UEVE, Evry).
- Cell therapy using mesenchymatous stem cells “doped” with melatonin (Angelo Parini, Inserm U858, Toulouse).
Pharmacology
- Clinical protocol for progeria, a rare disease of accelerated ageing. This will test the effectiveness of a combination of two existing molecules on 15 children in Europe (Nicolas Lévy, Inserm/AP-HM, Marseille).
- Results of an international phase II/III trial on the treatment of adult Pompe disease with Myozyme®, a human recombinant enzyme, conducted by the biotechnology company Genzyme (Pascal Laforêt, Institut de Myologie, Paris).
All the details of this work and other congress contributions – as well as photos taken during the congress (particularly one of the pioneers of exon skipping) - are available on the www.myology2008.org website or by request.
Congress statistics 
Myology 2008, 3rd international congress of myology 
- 897 participants, of whom 1/3 foreign
- 92 speakers, of whom 6 were French, 9 American, 6 Italian, 6 British, 3 German, 4 Swiss, 2 Japanese, 2 Canadian and 2 Australian. 
- Approximately 500 scientific communications (contributions and posters)

5th international rehabilation congress in neuromuscular diseases
- 328 participants, of whom 1/3 foreign
- Forty speakers
- Approximately 40 communications (contributions) and 30 posters
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